


Winneshiek Energy District Lunch and Learn

• Brief Description of Vesterheim Commons.

• Efficiency and sustainability as a priority. 

• Recognitions and Awards.

• What went well?

• What would Vesterheim have done differently?

• Questions? 































Building Marquee

- Marquee keeps first-floor space 
cooler in summer and allows for 
passive solar heat in winter.



Window Placement

- Strategic placement 
of windows allows 
for natural daylight 
in public spaces 
while keeping 
collections areas at 
acceptable levels. 







Recognitions and 
Awards
2023 Low-Rise Buildings Category Award (Iowa 
Ready Mixed Concrete Association)

2023 Commercial/Industrial Decorative 
Category Award (Iowa Ready Mixed Concrete 
Association)

2024 Wood in Architecture Award (Woodworks 
Wood Products Council)

2024 Mies Crown Hall Americas Prize Nominee

2024 Excellence in Energy Efficient Design Award

(Iowa AIA) for achieving

37%annual energy savings when compared to the 
Commercial New Construction (CNC) program 
baseline.



What went well?

• Building functioning largely as planned.

• Improved connectivity of campus.

• Design offers flexible use (lectures, concerts, Viking visitors, folk art 
demonstrators, etc.).



What would Vesterheim do differently?

• Reach consensus on the final concept more efficiently.

• Communicate better about construction plans. (Cary Demolition)

• Slightly different setup in catering space.

• Better training on building systems, especially humidity controls.



Questions?
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